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What About…? 

The Law (Acts 15:1-21) 

 

 

What does Acts 15:1-21 say? Not asking for interpretation, but the basic statements that 

you see. 

 

What is the issue discussed in Acts 15? 

 

 

 

Are the law and the gospel opposed to each other? 

 It seems not. Acts 15:19-21 explains that Gentiles were to be given 4 stipulations to 

follow that find their source in the law of Moses. While one cannot receive salvation by 

observing the law, the good news is that God has made a way through Christ. This way 

can only be accurately understood through the Law of Moses. 

 

What is the yoke of the Law?  

 The 613 commands that make up the Law. However, in order to be considered a 

part of Israel one would have to be circumcised and then follow the liturgical calendar. 

Hebrew children were brought up memorizing the Law, but Gentile converts would not 

know it as well. So, they wouldn’t have the stipulation of becoming an Israelite before 

being accepted in worship. 

 Apodictic vs. Case Law 

Apodictic = the direct commands (Do not steal, do not commit adultery, 

worship the Lord alone). The “do’s and don’t’s” 

Case Law = laws that govern specific cases (how to punish an adulterer, 

how to administer justice in certain scenarios).  

 

What is the purpose of the Law? 

 To function as the explicit relational contract between God and the people. This 

was the Constitution for the nation of Israel. It was given at that time to serve as the civil 

as well as ceremonial law. This means that it has a very specific purpose. However, since 

it is directly from God it also displays his character and sheds light on what is good/evil. 

 

 We have implicit expectations in relationships all the time. If I were to kill one of 

your parents that I would have broken an implicit understanding between us that I should 

not kill your parents. While we don’t have a written contract, it is culturally understood 

that I committed a sin against you.  

So, when we look at the Mosaic Law it needs to be understood in light of this. It 

is an explicit contract between God and the Israelites. God makes his expectations clear to 

the people, revealing his character and the natural order in the process. 
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Romans 15:4 

 What is the law trying to teach us about God? 

  It teaches us his character and what it means to serve him. It teaches us 

about the need for a blood sacrifice to cover sins against him. It teaches the boundaries in 

relationships. It teaches what is despicable and what is not. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

 What is Christ’s law? Gal. 5:14 and 6:2 

 The Mosaic Law was given to the Israelites and was authorized by the blood of 

sacrifice. In the same way, Christ instituted a new law when he gave his own life (thus 

the reason for communion that reminds us of this contract we have entered into with 

Christ). We are under Christ’s Law. What is this law? Galatians 6:2 shows that it is loving 

your neighbor in service. Galatians 5:14-6:5 talks about how that looks exactly. The Law 

of Christ is the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law in that Christ is the perfect representation of 

one who follows the Mosaic Law.  

The Mosaic Law was concerned about producing perfect peace in the land and 

among men (shalom is the Hebrew term). Christ is the fullest expression of that peace 

because of his love for his fellow man. However, that love can only be understood in the 

context of the boundaries explained in Galatians 5-6. The reason Christians are called to 

not murder, commit adultery, have sex outside of marriage, lust, engage in homosexual 

acts get drunk, cheat, steal, lie, gossip and hate is because all of these activities are 

contrary to producing a true peace among men. By their very nature these acts create 

anger and dissension, splintering society. God’s Law is not the means of salvation, but to 

be in relationship with Him is care about what he cares about – love as he defines it. 

 

How do we relate to it today? 

 -We don’t enforce civil law because we aren’t the Israelite government. 

 -We view it through the lens of Christ. Christ came to fulfill the Law (Matt. 5:17), 

so we are not bound to it in similar ways. However, it teaches about God’s character and 

what boundaries he has placed in the world. So, we read it to grow in appreciation for 

our God. 

 

HW - Do 15 observations on Colossians 1:15-20 


