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What About…? 

Science and Scripture (Gen. 1:1-31) 

 

What do you see in Gen. 1:1-31? Write down 10 basic observations from the text. 

 

 

In our understanding of physical laws, is there anything in this passage that does not 

make sense to us? 

 -Creation of the sun on the 4th day to mark of days when there already was day 

and night 

 

Are there some differences in order between Gen. 1 and 2:4-9? What are they and why 

are they there? 

 -The duration of the sixth day 

 

Mind the Gap!  

The Bible does not cover everything. It has a very specific purpose behind the 

stories that it tells (and does not tell). This is important because scripture has some 

intentional gaps in it because it is trying to say something, but sometimes it might have 

unintentional blanks due to simply not caring to mention anything about that event. For 

instance, there is a loud silence about what happened between Abraham and Isaac after 

Abraham tried to sacrifice Isaac. We must be careful to try to say what the text desires to 

say. 

What is the purpose of Gen. 1 and 2? 

 -To address polytheism by showing YHWH as creator. To explain who deserves 

worship. To explain why the Earth has order. To explain the structure of work. It does 

not seem to desire to explain how God made things the way he did. So, if God made the 

world in a way that was impossible to explain to the Israelites in detail then God does not 

lie by arranging it the way that he does. 

 

Is science against Scripture? What is the purpose of science? 

 To seek the truth no matter what it tells us. However, the supernatural is ruled 

out. 

Evolution vs. Naturalism – the real issue between Christianity and science lies in 

the philosophy of naturalism. Naturalism believes that the material world is all there is. 

There is not spiritual realm according to this philosophy. That is antithetical to 

Christianity. Evolution, while difficult to “fit” with Biblical data, is not at its core anti-

Christian. This is an important point. We must distinguish between this because as 

Christians we believe the pursuit of truth through observation and trial can be a beautiful 

thing. 

 

Final thought: Genealogy in Gen. 5 doesn’t have to be generation by generation (see Gen. 

46:16-18, Matt. 1:8). Just something to think about. 

HW - Do 15 observations on Romans 1:21-32 


