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What About…? 

Homosexuality (Romans 1:21-32) 

 

What does Romans 1:21-32 say? Not asking for interpretation, but the basic statements 

that you see. 

 

 

Does Romans 1 mention homosexuality? Where? 

 While it doesn’t mention it by name, it does refer to the homosexual act. Our 

society is the first (on record) to understand homosexuality as something related to 

identity. Previously it had always been related to the sexual act. So, it should not surprise 

us that it doesn’t use the word “homosexual.” 1 Corinthians 6 in some translations 

because it refers to the same thing. This does not make the act okay, as we will see later. 

 

What is the cause of these “unnatural” desires? 

 Denial of God is the cause. The sins listed in Romans 1 all flow from not 

recognizing God as creator of all things. To deny his will in relationships causes us to lose 

all moorings on what is right and wrong in relationships.  

 

What follows vv. 26-27? Is it important to read this passage in context? 

 Yes! Homosexuality may have different consequences than other sins, but it is not 

separate from them. Paul views disobedience to parents as wicked as well. This is 

important in how we view sin. Homosexuality is not isolated as the most heinous thing 

possible. The importance here is that we recognize our hearts as wicked and full of evil 

desires. Those that do not struggle with homosexual desire must see their other sinful 

desires as such in order to humbly approach this difficult topic. It seems that Paul singles 

out homosexuality in vv. 26-27 because it is a very obvious effect of fallen man. 

 

How would you respond to the following: 

1) Homosexuality is not condemned in the Bible. 

 Lev. 18:22-28, 20:13; Rom. 1; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Timothy 1:10 are passages that 

speak against it. Homosexuality is nowhere talked about in a positive light. 

 

2) Homosexuality is different today than it was in Paul’s day. Today they are loving, 

committed relationships rather than abusive, domineering ones of Roman and Greek times. 

Martial 1.24 and 12.42; Juvenal 2.117–40 speak about same sex marriages in the 

Roman Empire. While they are not spoken well of in these passages, they still recognize 

same-sex marriage ceremonies. If they had marriages then, it’s not as if we have a 

different conception today. 

We must not think of ourselves as more advanced morally than generations before 

because that arrogance causes us to lose sight of what other cultures can show us today. 

The digital age has not caused us to be morally righteous. If gay marriage was around at 

that time and Paul still condemned homosexuality, then the Bible was written in a context 

not so unlike our own. God had the opportunity to condone gay marriage and speak 
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counter-culturally. The Bible was not afraid to be counter-cultural (see its attitude toward 

the poor and the disabled). Christianity has not been afraid to speak out against evil in 

history. If Paul spoke against homosexuality at a time when there were committed 

relationships then he spoke against a culture similar to our own.  

 

3) The Church was wrong about slavery, why can’t it be wrong about homosexuality? 

 I could ask the same thing in about 50 years from now if we continue down the 

path to accepting homosexuality. Christianity has always spoken against inhumane 

treatment. Christians today should be careful in how we speak against homosexuality 

because we should not be guilty of treating them as less than human, either. We also 

must not let a difficult discussion on political approaches toward gay marriage be confused 

with our stance on homosexual acts. It is possible to be okay with gay marriage in 

recognition that those who do not know Christ should not be held to the same standard as 

Christians (even though that may not be the best approach). 

-Slavery that was practiced in America was fundamentally different than war-based 

slavery. The slave trade was condemned by 1 Timothy 1:10, but the practice of slavery on 

a general scale is not evil unless a master accepts a slave as being less than human. 

Exodus 21 gives slaves protection and the NT speaks about humane treatment (Eph 6:9, 

Col. 4:1). We must be careful of assuming the Biblical definition of slavery compares to 

the wicked form of slavery practiced in America. 

-One is a neutral command with no legislation against outlawing it and the other is 

a negative without room for positives surrounding it. Scripture never speaks specifically in 

a negative or positive light about slavery. Compared to how it approaches homosexuality, 

there is much to debate about. There are at least some positive statements about how 

slavery can be practiced well. However, there is no such statement about any actively 

homosexual relationship. 

 

 Finally, I want to say that as a heterosexual male I understand that those who 

struggle with homosexual desire may not be able to accept what I am saying since I don’t 

have the same desires that they do. I agree to an extent. We must be careful when we 

ignore people without our exact same situation because then we isolate ourselves in an 

unhealthy manner. Maybe the very people we should let speak into our lives are those 

who don’t see things the way we see them. That’s why the Body of Christ is spoken of as 

vitally important to a healthy spiritual life. 

 

 

HW - Do 15 observations on Exodus 32:7-14 and 1 Samuel 15:26-29 


