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What About…? 

Hell (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 

What observations can be made from Revelation 20:11-15? What do you see in the 

passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know Jesus talked about the subject of eternal torment more than any other New 

Testament character? 

 

Biblical 

What is Hell? 

 -English word that speaks of the place of eternal torment 

  

-The New Testament mentions several different “places” that we use the word 

“Hell” to describe (Sheol/Hades, Hell as a subsection of Hades, Gehenna/Lake of Fire) 

  

-We see from Revelation 20:11-15 that the eternal Lake of Fire is earned according 

to our deeds. However, heaven is not earned but given as a gift due to faith in Christ. 

Having one’s name written in the book of life comes from overcoming the world through 

faith (see Revelation 3:5 and then 1 John 5:4-5. We overcome the world because of faith, 

and overcoming means we have our name written in the book of life.) 

 

 Sheol (Old Testament term) / Hades (New Testament term) 

  

-David references it in 2 Samuel 22:5-6 

 

-The place of the dead where all men went before Christ’s resurrection 

 

-Hell is that part of Hades where the unrighteous dwell (Luke 16:19-31). Luke 16 

shows that there is no way for people to travel back and forth from heaven and hell. 

  

Typical attitude toward Hell:  

“If God is all-loving then he will never give up on people” 

-Luke 16 shows that if they don’t accept now, they never will. Just 

because people want to go to heaven does not mean they are willing to 

submit to Christ. The problem is not the deeds done by people (even those 

they are bad) as much as the unwillingness for people to love God and 

submit to His authority. 
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 Gehenna/Lake of Fire 

  

-Gehenna means “Valley of Hinnom” and comes from the place where human 

sacrifice was practiced in 2 Kings 23:10. Jesus refers to Hell as Gehenna in order to cause 

people to picture the type of torment in Hell. The Jews at that time would have 

understood that Gehenna is the place of human suffering. Gehenna is the Lake of Fire 

from Revelation 20:11-15 in that they both describe the exact same thing. 

  

-Matthew 25:46 – eternality of Hell. The same word is used to describe life and 

punishment in this verse. If Hell does not continue forever then neither does Heaven, 

because the same word is used to describe both realities. 

   

Typical attitude toward Hell:  

 

“Sin is finite so it is unjust to punish finite sins with infinite punishment.” 

  Response: Sin is more than just actions, but is a heart set against God. The 

rebellious nature which causes people to never turn to God means that it is not something 

that just happens for a period of time. Sins are not finite in a few ways. First, to commit 

sin against an infinite God requires infinite punishment. Second, and more important, to 

not be willing to ever submit to God’s will requires ongoing punishment. 

 

The reality is that Hell is not a subject to be debated about. It is a subject to be 

responsive to. Not everyone will accept the possibility that Hell is a real place, but we 

have to duty to explain what Scripture says the best we can. They may not care what 

Scripture says, but we can present it in a way that is consistent so that people at least 

understand what we believe even if they do not agree. We must get people to see that 

their problem is that they do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God who came to wipe 

away their sin if they would turn to him alone. 

   

Further Resources – “The Problem of Evil” by Jeremy Evans 

 

HW - Do 10 observations on Romans 1:18-25 


