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What About…? 

Evil and Suffering (Job 1:1-22) 

 

 

What observations can be made from Job 1:1-22? What do you see in the passage? 

 

 

 

What are your initial responses to what this Scripture says? Does it alarm you, raise 

another question, or challenge your thinking? 

 

 

Is all suffering evil and vice versa?  

Person sentenced to jail for a crime is suffering but not evil. A person intending to 

murder that is stopped by some outside force is evil but causes no suffering. 

 

 

Is the trial that Job undergoes evil? Are natural disasters considered evil if God is the one 

who allows them to happen? Is God evil for allowing this scenario to unfold? 

 This is the crucial question. The text almost presents God as the puppet master that 

toys with humans. However, it is important to remember that Job’s response tells us as 

much about him as it does about God. Since Job presents the picture of a man who seems 

to have a right relationship with God it also speaks of how men should relate to God on a 

day-to-day basis. God’s response to Job here is that he simply cannot understand God’s 

purpose and motives. Job’s comprehension simply cannot see the entirety of the situation. 

Here are some categories of our limited understanding: 

 1) Lack of Data 

 2) Complexity greater than we can handle 

 3) Ignorance of full range of possibilities 

 4) Limits to our capacity to make well-considered value judgments 

 

Types of suffering: 

 1)  Correctionary (Job 33:19, Psalm 119:67) 

 2)  Preventative (1 Peter 4:1) 

 3)  Salvific (Job 33:30, 36:16) 

 

How does the reality of Jesus change the equation? 

 -It causes us to give God the benefit of the doubt 

 

 

Also see John 9:3 and the man born blind and 1 Peter 4:1. These passages point to a 

greater purpose in suffering than we can fathom. Giving suffering a purpose doesn’t make 

the pain go away, but it does mean it is not wasted and has good with it. 

HW - Do 20 observations on Genesis 1:1-31 


