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What About…? 

Contradictions in the Bible (Exodus 32:7-14 and 1 Samuel 15:26-29) 

 

 

What do Exodus 32:7-14 and 1 Samuel 15:26-29 say? Not asking for interpretation, but 

the basic statements that you see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex 32: What picture does this present of God? How does it portray him? What is the 

purpose of this passage? 

 This passage portrays God as one who will stick to his promises no matter how 

angry he becomes. Though contemplating the destruction of Israel, he stops himself 

because his own fame comes to the forefront. The purpose of this scene seems to be to 

show that God is committed to Israel no matter how sinful she may be. The fact that he 

allows Moses to be the mediator for Israel does not show him as a God who changes, but 

as a God who is in relationship with his people.  

 It is also possible that when God was commanding Moses to leave him alone 

(32:10) that it was a command with contingencies (turning it into more of an 

announcement). It would be as if God were saying, “Leaving me alone will allow me to 

destroy them. However, if you stay then I will not destroy them. This is in your hands.” 

Obviously, that is a huge inference, but the syntax of this verse allows for us to 

understand this more as an announcement than decree.1 

 

 

1 Samuel 15: What picture does this present of God? How does it portray him? What is 

the purpose of this passage? 

 Samuel, as the prophet of God, is very clear that God will not be moved from a 

course once he sets himself on it. There seems to be a big difference between the purpose 

here and the purpose in Exodus. God here responds to disobedience with a firm hand. 

Saul does not operate according to godly motives in his desire to keep the kingdom. He 

wants to act for himself. Moses, on the other hand, was appealing to God’s own fame. 

God’s will is that his name would be glorified. That never changes, and Samuel verifies as 

much. When He decrees something, then it cannot be changed. He acts out of his 

consistent character at all times, one that includes him never lying. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Robert Chisholm, “Does God Change His Mind?”, 9. 
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What is a contradiction?  

 A proposition, statement, or phrase that asserts or implies both the truth and falsity 

of something. “Opposites can be true” and “Opposites can’t both be true” are logically 

incompatible. “I have never seen the back of my head” and “I have seen the back of my 

head” are not because they have different definitions and perspectives in mind. 

 

 

Why does the Bible not have contradictions? 

 -purpose of passages are different 

 -context determines meaning 

 -The mystery of God. We should be careful in defaulting to this, but it is important 

to keep in mind that understanding a God who beyond our understanding plays a part 

when discussing him as a being. 

 -Over-riding factor – let the explicit explain the implicit 

 

 

Polygamy in Scripture – Does God ever condone it? 

 Deut. 21:15 – Assumes the practice. Deut 25 talked about contingency plans that 

would involve polygamous relationships in the event of a brother’s death. Rather than 

putting the wife into poverty it protected her. God gave the Law in the middle of a sinful 

culture and created laws to protect vulnerable people already stuck in sin. 

 Divorce parallel – It was not condoned (see Matt. 19:8), but permitted in order to 

deal with sinful hearts. With the gift of the Spirit, it seems that we have been given the 

higher ideal.  

 

HW - Do 15 observations on John 1:1-18 


