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What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
Work (Genesis 2:15, Ecclesiastes 5:18) 

 
Recap last week’s study on Fatherhood in Ephesians 6:1-4 
 
What are 10-20 observations on Genesis 2:15 and Ecclesiastes 5:18? In other words, what does the 
passage explicitly say? 
 
 
 
 
What was the original purpose of man in the Garden of Eden? How does that affect your purpose today? 
 If man was put in the garden to work and till the ground before the Fall, then work itself is not a 
bad thing. In fact it is the original purpose man. God put in us the purpose of work for the purpose of 
care in order that we may rule the way that He rules. 
 
 
What is the Ecclesiastes 5:18 view of work? How does it relate to the picture shown in Genesis 2:15? 
 
 
 
 
Does this depiction in Ecclesiastes get you excited about your work? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
How does one find satisfaction in their labor?  
 We look for the good in our work. We look for how it affects others. We avoid dwelling on the 
bad. This might mean not engaging in some conversations that cause people to grumble.  
 
 
Take time to come up with 5 ways that your job has good in it 
 
 
What does it mean if you aren’t satisfied in your labor? When is it okay to switch jobs versus staying and 
trying to find satisfaction in one’s job? 
 This is a series of tricky questions that can have different answers according to different 
contexts. However, the main point is that our work after the Fall has been cursed with difficulty. We 
should understand that wherever we go there will be difficulty. To leave a job due solely to that reason 
may be a mistake. Understanding that our present situation should not dictate our emotions speaks 
clearly into the idea that one must find their work fulfilling. We should find our work satisfying, but 
because the fruit of the Spirit is joy, peace, and patience. There are good reasons to leave one job for 
another, but to think that one’s job is the sole reason for an emptiness in one’s soul misses the purpose 
for God placing you where you currently are. 
 
 
HW - Do 10 observations on Psalm 15 


