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What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
Wisdom (James 3:13-18) 

 
Recap last week’s study on Community in Galatians 6:1-5 
 
What are 10-20 observations on James 3:13-18? In other words, what does the passage explicitly say? 
 
 
What is the definition of wisdom? 
 Skillful living. One who takes what they know to be good and puts it into practice is wise. 
 
What is the measure of wisdom according to James 3:13-18? 
 Deeds done in humility. A heavenly wisdom results in deeds done without thinking of the good 
that one will receive in comparison to others.  
 
 
What does it mean for some thoughts to be “earthly, unspiritual, and demonic”?  
 It does not mean that demons control our thoughts but that thoughts which have their origin in 
envy and selfish ambition are more in line with satanic interests than in God’s. The demonic world, as far 
as we can understand from Scripture, lives by the law of self. Thoughts that stem from a concentration 
on oneself above others mirrors demonic thoughts. God himself, in the person of Jesus, laid down his 
own life and will (Matthew 26:39) in order to bring peace. We are to do the same.  
 
 
What do bitter envy and selfish ambition look like? 
 The Greek for jealousy (ζηλος or “zeal”) can be positive (zeal) or negative (jealousy). The fact 
that James uses the adjective bitter shows the negative side of the passion. Passion that focuses on 
yourself is bitter because it contradicts the passion that Christ showed when he laid down his own life 
for others and leads to death. Seeking your own interests causes a gulf to form between you and others. 
To direct your zeal toward peace is to seek to see others reconciled to the Father, to seek to see 
relationships restored. 
 
What is the planting process like? Can you just scatter seeds on random ground and expect a great crop? 
 No, you must spend time tilling the soil, preparing it to receive the seed. Then you must spend 
time watering, fertilizing, and tending to the crop to ensure that it grows. In the same way, those who 
make peace have to be diligent to caring for peace in their relationships. We tend to let relationships go 
untended and then become surprised when thorns have grown up and are choking the crop. In order to 
have righteous fruit produced in your relationships you must spend time cultivating them, asking for 
forgiveness, being aware of your effect on others. 
 
 
How do we grow wiser? 
 James 1:5-8 says to just ask. Prov. 2:6 – For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
 
HW – Review observations from previous weeks and ask how your life has changed from them 


