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What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
Strength (1 Cor. 16:13-14) 

 
Recap last week’s study on observation.  
 This is where all good Bible Studies should start. We must observe that which is in the 
text (the subject, audience, main verbs, topics, author, setting, etc) before we can begin to form 
opinions about what the text is saying. When we miss what’s there then we come to wrong 
conclusions based on faulty evidence. 
 
What are your 10 observations from last week on 1 Cor. 16:13-14? 
 
 
The 4 commands in v. 13 relate to one another in that they each speak to similar attributes that 
encompass loving attributes that men are meant to have.  
 
Be Watchful (NIV- “Be on your guard”) 
 Read 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
What or who is the enemy according to 2 Corinthians 10:3-5? 
 
 
How do we watch out for our enemy? 
 
 
In the context of 1 Corinthians, there was lots of turmoil in the Church with factions fighting 
over who to follow (chs. 1-4), lack of discipline with a man sleeping with his stepmom (ch. 5) 
and the misuse of Spiritual gifts (chs. 12-14). All of these demanded people to stand up for what 
is right in the face of opposition.  
 
What are the things we need to watch out for? 
 Laziness (within and without), unbiblical teaching, bitterness, and deeds of the flesh in 
general (Gal. 5:19-21) are just some of the things we need to be aware of as men who are to 
protect our families and Church family.  
 
Stand Firm 
 Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
 What is the faith that we are stand firm in? 
  The teaching of the apostles – That Jesus is God who became man, physically 
died on the cross and rose again in 3 days, sent His Spirit to open our eyes and give us strength, 
and will come again in power. It is all of the Scriptures which expands on this one sentence. 
  
 What tempts us to leave this faith? 
  Sin. Falsehood. Failure. Laziness. Anything that tries to make us think taking a 
stand isn’t worth it. 
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Act like Men (NIV – “Be Courageous”) 
 How does the World define manhood?  
 
 
 What are the good examples of men in Scripture? What characterized their actions?  
  Noah (Genesis 6:9-8:22), Abraham (Genesis 22:1-19), David (1 Samuel 24), and 
Nathan (2 Samuel 11:1-12:17), and Paul (Acts 14:8-20) are just some of the men who exemplify 
what God wants of men. We have examples of men who stood up for those around them and 
displayed a courage not of this world. 
 
Be Strong 
 Read 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 again 
 What does strength look like when not associated with physical activity? What do we 
fight against according to 2 Cor. 10:3-5? 
 
 
 How can you be strong for your family? How can you be strong for your sons, daughters, 
wife, mothers, fathers, brothers, or sisters? Where does our battle lie? 
 The war we wage in this world is for the purity of the Bride and message of the gospel. 
We work every way we can to make sure that message we preach come across in the way that 
it was intended. Our own failures cause people to misunderstand the message so we fight to 
take captivate our own thoughts to Christ so as not to cause others to stumble. Satan has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers according to 2 Corinthians 4:1-6, so there is an amount of 
misunderstanding that will be inevitable. However, we are to work to take down any 
unnecessary barrier between the message of the cross and the audience that we address.  
 
 
HW – Do 10 observations from 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 for next week 
 
 
 
 


