
fbckearney.wordpress.com 

 

What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
1 Tim 2:1-8 

 
Recap what you remember from last week’s study and your 10 observations. 
Did you act on what you learned in the past week (love from 1 Cor 13:4-7)? Why or why not? 
 
 
What are your 10 observations from 1 Tim. 2:1-8?  
 
 
 
Why do you or don’t you pray?  
 
 
 
What is the purpose of prayer in 1 Timothy 2 and how does this shape the content of our prayers? 
 For us to live quiet and peaceful lives. To accomplish this God wants all men to be saved and 
know that He is God so that Christians would not be persecuted. Since we know that Christ divides men 
(Matt 10:34-36) we see that Paul wants us to pray for people (and especially those in authority) to know 
who their mediator is so that Christians will not suffer at their hands any longer.  
 
What characteristic of Jesus does Paul emphasize here?  
 Jesus as mediator. If he is our mediator, then we need to imitate him and mediate for others 
who do not know him before God. Jesus mediates for us before God because we needed someone to 
come between us and the Father to pacify his wrath (Romans 5:8-9). Just like any legal dispute requires 
a mediator, so also we need a mediator to settle the dispute God has with us for breaking the Law 
written on our hearts (Romans 2:13-15). This is not just legal dispute, however, since our breaking God’s 
Law is an offense against his very being. Therefore, Christ became a mediator who settled the dispute 
on the cross. 
 
What physical posture does 1 Tim 2 command us to take? Why is that expression important in prayer? 
 The way that we position our bodies impacts the way we position our souls. Lifting up hands 
that have been set apart to do the work of ministry puts us in a humble position before God as we 
realize that everything our hands touch are to be given to God since they come from him as well. 
 
Read Matthew 6:9-13. Do 10 observations on this prayer. How does this prayer teach us how to pray? 
 It teaches us to pray with reverence for the Father. We pray to the Father. We look forward to 
the arrival of the Kingdom in prayer. We desire God’s will (that all would be obedient to his law – 1 
Thessalonians 4:3) to be accomplished on earth. We recognize and ask for the Lord to give us what we 
need to live today, tossing aside future anxiety knowing that he will provide our necessities. We come to 
the Lord for forgiveness in humility, recognizing that we have also sinned against others. We recognize 
the need for the Lord to lead us to avoid temptation, so we ask for the strength from him to avoid it. 
 
Who’s on your prayer list? If you don’t have one, make a list of at least 5 people to pray for. 
 
 
 
HW - Do 10 observations on Ephesians 5:25-33. Do 20 if 10 comes too easily. 


