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What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
Love (1 Cor. 16:13-14) 

 
Recap last week’s study on observation and 1 Cor. 16:13-14.  
 This is where all good Bible Studies should start. We must observe that which is in the text (the 
subject, audience, main verbs, topics, author, setting, etc) before we can begin to form opinions about 
what the text is saying. When we miss what’s there then we come to wrong conclusions based on faulty 
evidence. 
 
 The four commands from last week that we discussed were: Be on guard, stand firm in the faith 
that is defined in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, act like men who do not allow passivity to dominate their lives, 
and to be strong in the face of the enemy that we face. 
 We read 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 and discussed that our enemy is not our brothers and sisters in the 
Lord, but the wicked thoughts that cause us to be ungrateful for and unloving toward the people the 
Lord has placed in our lives. We also must be on guard against teachings and attitudes that deny the 
good news of Christ’s death and resurrection that alone brings forgiveness of sins. This is the faith that 
Paul outlines in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. 
 
What are your 10 observations from last week on 1 Cor. 13:4-7? 
 
 
 
How does the definition of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 define how we think about 1 Corinthians 16:13-
14? 
 It is important to see the connection between these two scriptures. Paul is building his 
argument throughout the letter of 1 Corinthians that love should permeate all that we do. However, we 
are tempted to define love in a way that suits our desires.  
  

 
  
 
What attribute of love from 1 Cor. 13:4-7 do you most struggle with? 
 
 
 
How can you take action to fight against that unloving tendency? 
 If you struggle with selfishness, plan out an unselfish deed for a loved one this week. If you 
struggle with keeping a record of wrongs, apologize to the one you have animosity against. Pray good 
for those who have hurt you. If you gave up on someone, give them a second (or third or fourth) chance. 
 
HW - Do 10 observations on 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

Basic Principles of Interpretation 

Scripture is literature with figures of speech 
(metaphor, sarcasm, analogies, symbols, etc.) 

The author has an intent that comes from purpose 
and setting. 

Context determines meaning The community of the faith past and present 
should be consulted. 


