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What Characterizes a Godly Man? 
Being in Community (Galatians 6:1-5) 

 
Recap last week’s study on Work in Psalm 15 
 
What are 10-20 observations on Galatians 6:1-5? In other words, what does the passage explicitly say? 
 
 
 
What is the ultimate purpose of this section of Scripture? What is the end goal of Paul’s command to 
carry one another’s burden? 
 Paul wants believers to recognize the importance of being in relationships with fellow believers 
in a way that causes people to lay down their lives for one another. The fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 
5:22 frames this discussion as the standard by which Christians live with one another. 
 
Why does Paul say to carry others’ burdens and then turn around and say that everyone will carry their 
own load? 
 The temptation in the Church is to become convinced of your own goodness when you see 
others fall into more sins than you. When you are submissive to the Spirit for a time, pride can seep in 
and make you think that you did it yourself. Pride causes division when we compare ourselves to one 
another. You can only examine your own actions against God’s Law. Then you can boast – but only in 
what the Spirit does through you. Also, we don’t get to be judged on a sliding scale. The goal isn’t to 
beat the curve. We will be weighed against the Law of Christ that is stated in Galatians 5:14. 
 
What is the purpose of confession? 
 This passage doesn’t give the command to confess your sins to one another, but it does tell us to 
help our brothers and sisters to get out of the sin they’re in. That means we have to know what’s going 
on in their lives so that we can restore them.  
 
What is the danger of being involved so deeply in one another’s lives? 
 Temptation. We get sucked into the sin of others because we become convinced that it is not so 
bad when we become accustomed to it. 
 
What are burdens that we carry? How do we go about carrying the burdens of each other?  
 1) Burdens are lust (pornography), finances and greed, alcoholism, family strife, work, or all the 
stresses that tempt us to sin. 

2) Christ carried our burden by dying for us. He walked among us, but did not join in our sin. He 
prayed for us. We are to lighten the loads of our neighbors by submitting to the Spirit in our own lives. 
That way, we can be there for our neighbors in various ways. Dedicating your time to listen to the Spirit 
through God’s word is the primary way you can be filled with the Spirit so that you may serve others 
well. 

3) We carry burdens by encouraging one another with the truth of Scripture, by listening to the 
stresses of one another’s lives, by brainstorming about ways to avoid sins, by standing firm against sin 
that we see, by humbly pointing out the sins in others after examining ourselves. 
 
 
HW - Do 10 observations on James 3:13-18 


